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AFTER HARVEST
Jeanne Chase
Once, soft,
translucent leaves
greedily gathered
morning dew.
Willowy stalks
strained sunward,
thickening.
Spears of corn
grew, hidden
in silken sheathes
until fullness
demanded
the giving up.
Now, stalks,
dried and dusty,
like sun-browned,
wrinkled hands
upraised in prayer,
keep their vigil
of season's end.
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